


Annexure – IV  
 
MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE  OF 
THE PROPOSED BHELATAND A. COLLIERY AND INTEGRATED BHELATAND 
WSHERY EXPANSION PROJECT OF M/S TATA STEEL LTD, DHANBAD HELD AT 
COMMUNITY CENTRE, BHELATAND, DHANBAD ON 24.01.2014  

 
Public hearing was conducted as per the provisions of MOEF, Govt. of India Notification 
No. SO-1533/EIA dated 14.09.2006 for Environmental Clearance. The public hearing 
notification was made by Jharkhand State Pollution Control Board and published in 
Hindi daily newspapers “Dainik Bhaskar” and “Dainik Jagran” on 15.12.2013. 
 
As per above notification, public hearing was held under the Chairmanship of Shri B. K. 
Roy, Additional Collector, Dhanbad at 11 AM on 24.01.2014 at Community Centre, 
Bhelatand, Dhanbad. Public Hearing was held for capacity expansion of Bhelatand A. 
Colliery to 0.41MTPA in an area 521.68 Ha and Bhelatand Washery to 1.5 MTPA 
throughput in an area 8 Ha. 
 
In this public hearing, Mr. Syed Shamshul Hoda, Regional Officer, Dhanbad, Shri K. K. 
Pathak, JEE, JSPCB Dhanbad and Shri Mithilesh Jha, Scientific Asst, JSPCB Ranchi 
were present. While Tata Steel was represented by Shri S. K. Singh, General Manager, 
Jharia, Shri Subrata Das, Chief Sijua Group, Shri Debasish Banerjee, Chief, HRM, Shri 
R. K. Jain, Head, Safety and Environment, Shri Mayank Shekhar, Head, Bhelatand A. 
Colliery, Dr. Manoj Gupta, Head Environment and other senior officials of Tata Steel 
were present. Besides these, a large number of local villagers from Sijua Basti, Rampur 
Basti, Bhelatand, Navadih, Saharpura Basti, Bilegram, Malkera, Barughutu, 
Bhadrichack, Dukhitdih and other villages were present. 
 
The proceedings of public hearing were started with welcome address given by Shri 
Subrata Das, Chief, Sijua Group. Shri Mayank Shekhar, Head Bhelatand A. Colliery, 
Tata Steel Ltd welcomed and explained in brief about the Colliery expansion project 
and the environmental Management systems in place. 
 
Shri B. K. Roy explained about the public hearing process and its importance. After the 
permission of chair, the question answer session started. 
 
The people present in the public hearing began asking questions one by one on a 
number of issues regarding plantation, education, water spraying, road repairing, 
employment and health related issues and also gave their suggestions. The villagers 
praised the efforts of Tata Steel Ltd. for its ongoing CSR activities and suggested for 
further increase in CSR expenditure and activities along with the expansion project. It 
was suggested that all pollution control measures should be taken vis-à-vis production 
of coal. Shri S. K. Singh, General Manager, Tata Steel Ltd., replied to all the queries. 
 
The complete public hearing was video-graphed. The Chairman told the management 
to extend full cooperation in dealing with any issues. 



Following comments/views were expressed by people and reply was given by Company representative during Public Hearing for 
Environmental Clearance for the proposed Bhelatand A. Colliery and integrated washery expansion Project of M/s Tata Steel Ltd. 
Dhanbad held at Community Centre, Bhelatand, Dhanbad on 24.01.2013. 
 

Sl. 
No.  

Name Issues raised by Public/ Member  Reply by Company Representative, Tata 
Steel Ltd. 

1.  Shri Amarnath Yadav, 
Sijua Basti 

The trees planted by Tata Steel are cut by some 
people. What activities are being done for the 
youth and future generations? 

Management is responsible for the security of 
the trees planted and it is already being taken 
care of. A cleaner environment will be provided 
for the future generations. 

2.  Md. Nawab Ali, 
Rampur Muslim Tola 

Will the management help the villagers to plant 
trees even outside their leasehold areas? 

Saplings will be made available for planting in 
available lands in nearby villages. 

3.  Shri Bobby Deol 
Mahato and Shri 
Mandeep Kaur,  
Sijua 12 no. Basti 

Will the scholarship programmes for students 
undertaking ITI training be provided in future 
also? 

These programmes will be continued in future 
too. Also, management is proposing to increase 
the number of such centers. 

4.  Smt Preeti Sinha, 
Sijua 12 no. Basti 

Will the programmes run by TSRDS like 
Computer Hardware training, MRA camps, etc 
which are quite beneficial to the village youth 
continue in future too?  

These will run in future also and the no. of 
centers/ camps is also proposed to be 
increased. 

5.  Smt. Benu Kumari 
and Shri Vishnu Kr. 
Chouhan, Bhelatand 
Basti 

What are the measures expected to be taken 
for the increased dust levels due to increase in 
production? 

In future too, all coal from Bhelatand A. Colliery 
will be transported through underground belt 
network system. Other necessary pollution 
control measures are in place. 

6.  Smt. Vimla Devi, 
Sijua 12 no. and Shri 
Durga Charan 
Marandi, Bhelatand 

Will management help in keeping the villages 
clean and hygienic by provision of community 
toilets and dustbins? 

Management will put effort towards this by 
providing one toilet for every 15-20 families but 
its maintenance is to be looked after by the 
villagers. Dustbins will also be provided. 



7.  Shri Kalpana Devi, 
Nawadih 

Will management arrange for a bathing place 
for women who otherwise have to go to the 
common pond? 

Help will be provided by the management. 

8.  Shri Aman Rajak, 
Bhelatand 

The management is providing Jyoti Fellowship 
to needy children so that they may also be 
educated. Will it continue in future also? 

This fellowship programme will be expanded in 
future to cover more children. 

9.  Shri Pradip Modak, 
Bhelatand 

The trucks that ply near to the old weigh bridge 
of the washery create a lot of noise due to their 
horns which is disturbing during the night. Will 
this issue be resolved? 

Washery management is building a new weigh 
bridge as well as parking arrangement inside 
the washery premises for all the trucks and the 
old weigh bridge will be dismantled.  

10.  Shri Jeetandra 
Rajwar, Member of 
Zila Parishad 

Most of the trucks have proper covering but we 
find the dust levels high sometimes. What is 
being done to address this? 

Management will take strict action against the 
defaulters who do not cover their trucks. 

11.  Smt Sunita Devi, 
Bhelatand, Nazma 
Bano, Rampur Basti 
and Smt Vindya Devi, 
Saharpura Basti 

Management is providing training to women on 
sewing, etc and imparting education also. 
Whether these will cover more villages? 

These programmes will continue in future and 
cover more villages as well. 

12.  Md. Iqbal Hussain, 
Rampur Muslim Tola 

The management should look into giving 
employment to the local youth in their 
expansion projects. 

Local youth will be given adequate 
opportunities for employment. 

13.  Shri Neelkanth 
Mahato, Bhelatand 

The repairing of houses affected due to blasting 
in underground mines is taken care of. But the 
compensation to landowners affected due to 
subsidence, is still given at old rates? 

The present underground workings are at more 
than 400mtrs. After coal is extracted, the mine 
voids are filled with sand, which reduces the 
chances of cracks in houses due to blasting. 
This has been corroborated by CIMFR, 
Dhanbad also but still if any case arises, 
company will look into it. Lastly, the 
compensation is given as per latest Govt rates. 



14.  Mohammad Tanvir, 
Rampur Muslim Tola 

Management is providing us safe drinking water 
but due to carelessness of contractors, we are 
not getting full benefit. Bathing place for women 
has been made in the village but unwanted 
people gather around it. Company should look 
into these matters. 

Complaints should be registered with the 
company and if it is found true, the particular 
contractor will lose his contract. 
Company will direct its security staff to inspect 
such places to prevent such gatherings. 

15.  Shri Gopal Chandra 
Mahato, Bilegram 

What should the financially-weak parents do to 
enroll their children, who are bright, into good 
schools like Tata DAV school? 

Such parents should forward their children 
names to Panchayat members, Ward members 
or TSRDS who will forward it to Tata DAV 
school and based on their eligibility, they will be 
given scholarships or fee-waivers. 

16.  Shri Rupesh Kr 
Tiwari, Malkera 

Management is doing water spraying on roads 
to reduce dust levels but if roads are properly 
maintained, then generation of dust will also 
reduce as well as less water will be consumed. 

Roads are regularly maintained. But for roads 
under Zila Parishad, only potholes are filled. 

17.  Shri Girish Prasad 
Mahato, Barughutu 
and Shri Ramlal 
Mahato, Bhelatand 

Will the CSR budget also increase with the 
increase in production? 

CSR has always been given priority. In the last 
two years, our CSR budget has increased 10 
times. 

18.  Shri Premchandra 
Mahato, Saharpura 

Yoga and Jagran camps have been organized 
at Jamshedpur which has helped us in 
improving our mental strengths and positive 
thinking. Will such camps be held at Bhelatand? 

It will be discussed with MRA camp organizers 
to organize such camps at Bhelatand also at 
regular intervals. 

19.  Md Junaid Quereshi, 
Bhadrichak 

Nallahs in our villages need to be cleaned so as 
to maintain hygiene and better health! 

Company will provide all necessary help in 
maintaining adequate hygiene. 

20.  Smt Geeta Chauhan During expansion of washery, effluent 
discharge to Katri river may also increase so 
what will management do to stop this pollution? 

Zero discharge of effluents takes place which 
will also continue in future. Further the number 
of tailing ponds will reduce to two after 
installation of mechanical tailing dewatering 



system. 

21.  Shri Narayan Mahato, 
Sijua 12 no. 

Management should made parks for community 
development. What are your views? 

A playground for children is being made nearby. 
Also if suitable land for making parks is 
suggested by villagers, management will look 
into it. 

22.  Shri Anil Kr Mahato, 
Bhelatand 

1. Our house is situated at a distance of 200 
mtrs but we face a lot of power and water 
shortage. Will management help us? 
2. Two schools in the area have been closed 
down. In this case, where will the children go for 
studying? 

1. Management is providing adequate quantity 
of drinking water to all nearby villages. But if 
this issue exists, we will solve it within one year. 
2. Children can go to other better schools 
nearby like DAV school. 

23.  Shri Sitaram Bhuiya, 
Bhelatand 

Are rain water harvesting and composting 
projects a part of your expansion project? 

Management is giving full support to these 
initiatives. 

24.  Shri Pyarelal Mahato, 
Sijua Basti 

During monsoons, water logging takes place 
near the community center due to which 
chances for road accidents increase. Will 
proper drains be constructed here? 

This issue will be resolved within this year. 

25.  Shri Babulal Rajwar, 
Dukhitdih 

The waste discharge from the colonies pollutes 
the agricultural fields as well as the ponds. 
What steps will be taken to stop this? 

Management is proposing to install Sewage 
Treatment Plants at colonies. 

 
 
 
 

Sd/-        Sd/-      Sd/- 
    Shri MithileshJha      Shri S.S. Hoda    Shri B.K. Roy 
  JEE,JSPCB,Ranchi            RO,JSPCB, Dhanbad                     ADM, Dhanbad 



 

 



 

 



 



 



  





GLIMPSES OF PUBLIC HEARING: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


